3. -BLACK GOLD

FUEL OIL is as essential to the modern State as fuel coal.
Oil is to the twentieth century what coal was to the nine-
teenth. Goal reigns on, and with extended uses; but oil
reigns beside it, and oil, the Black Gold of Russia, threatens
to become the senior partner. Oil drives motor-cars,
aeroplanes, and ocean liners.

Above all, the national defence force needs oil. A
mechanized army is helpless apart from oil. Little wonder
that oil attracts covetous eyes The political world
manoeuvres to gain control of oil-bearing regions. Oil is
crucial in the Palestinian question. We hear much about
Arabs and Jews, and little about oil. But it is oil that
keeps us in Palestine. The oil line from Iraq is the key to
the problem of Palestine.

Oil drives Germany towards Rumania as surely as oil
keeps us in Palestine, and we all get stirred about the oil
of Mexico. It is impossible to follow with appropriate
intelligence the play and by-play of modern national
movements apart from the study of oil and oil supply.

The Soviet Union needs oil no less than other lands.
More so indeed, for its mechanized forces are the vastest
in the world, and its chance, in case of war, of getting
oil from any capitalist country is infinitesimal. Lack of
oil might prove fatal. But there is no lack of oil. The
U.S S R. possesses oil reserves unsurpassed by any country
in the world. It occupies second place in actual world-
output, and leads in the matter of electrification of oil-
producing plant

In Tsarist Russia the oil industry was limited to one small
area, the Caucasus On the south side of the Caucasian
range was Baku, the largest centre, which yielded 83 per
cent of Russian oil Grosny, on the northern slopes, yielded
13 per cent. more. The output from the zest of Russia,
from Emba on the north-east coast of the Caspian, from
the Ferghan valley in Central Asia, and from the island of
Sakhalin, which Russia shares with Japan, was insignificant.